“prove  all  things;  hold  fast  that  which  is  good.” — sr.  paul. 

VOL.  III. 

UTICA,  N.  Y.  AUGUST  16,  1829. 
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AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

The  ind  fference  manifested  by  community 
"-(‘uerally,  to  the  movements  and  progress  of  the 
American  Bible  Society,  is  one  of  the  most  re¬ 
markable  traits  in  the  religious  character  of  the 
American  people.  That  a  people  proverbially 
icalous  of  their  rights,  and  cautious  of  bestoiv- 
ing  money  where  emolument  is  not  expected, 
nor  the  purposes  of  charity  to  be  obtained, 
-hould  foster  in  their  bosoms  an  institution 
H-hie!.  annually  draws  from  them  immense  sums, 
and  which  menaces  in  its  operations  those  very 
I  ights  which  are  held  so  dear,  is  an  anomalous 
and  remarkable  instance  of  inditference.  We 
say,  that  this  institution  menacet  our  cicil  rights; 
and  feel  confident  that  wo  speak  advisedly  in 
making  the  assertion.  For  whatever  tends  to 
diminish  the  means  of  honorable  competition  a- 
mong  the  citizens  of  a  free  state,  does  in  the  ra¬ 
tio  of  such  effect,  give  exclusive  privileges  to 
some,  at  the  expense  of  others.  This  is  already 
tlie  fact  in  relation  to  the  ojicrations  of  the  A- 
tnerican  Bible  Society.  Under  the  specious  and 
imposing  pretence  of  publishing  Bibles  for  gra¬ 
tuitous  distribution  to  the  poor,  it  has  most  ef¬ 
fectually  and  triumphantly  monopolized  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  that  invaluable  book!  Thus  turning 
the  absolute  charities  of  the  people  into  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  speculation  in  trade !  For  it  should  be 
known,  that  Bibles  are  seldom  ever — almost  ne¬ 
ver  given,  even  to  the  destitute. 

We  illustrate  the  monopolizing  character  of 
this  institu‘ion  in  the  following  mannor.  —Sup¬ 
pose,  a  certain  Bookseller  invests  $10,000  be¬ 
ing  the  whole  amount  of  capital  which  he  can 
command,  in  atr  edition  of  the  Bible.  lie  de¬ 
pends  entirely  for  the  refunding  of  his  money, 
and  the  support  of  his  family,  on  the  sale  of  his 
Books. — In  the  mean  time,  the  Bible  .Society 
commences  operations — fills  every  Bookstore — 
and  establishes  depositaries  in  every  town,  par¬ 
ish  and  village,  and  sells  its  Bibles  for  conside- 
r.ible  less  than  the  cost  which  is  incurred  by  the 
individual  publisher— but  which  the  society  can, 
well  atford,  as  the  capital  was  given.  The  con¬ 
sequence  is — onr  Bookseller  is  ruined — his  Bi- 
iiles  he  on  his  shelves,  the  sepulchral  monuments 
of  his  fallen  rights,  and — his  family  wants  bread! 

We  do  not  say,  that  this  is  yet  realized  in  all 
its  extent;  but  we  can  point  to  an  example, 
where  the  Bibles  of  a  public-spirited  and  enter¬ 
prising  individual,  remain  to  gather  dust — ifno't 
t-)  return  to  it — unsold;  while  tlic  society  trea¬ 
sures  up  "its  thon.'-ands  from  the  sale  of  the  same 
article — on  the  same  street. 

No  monopoly  can  be  more  complete.  Nor 
is  it  the  result  of  mere  accident — it  was  foreseen 
and  intended.  And  the  managers  of  another 
national  institution,  hare  asserted  their  determi¬ 
nation  to  pursue  the  same  plan— to  publish  so 
many  light  works,  and  sell  them  at  so  low  a  price 
as  “to  force  out  of  circulation”  all  other  similar 
publications.  Were  an  individual  to  make  such 
an  avowal,  the  public  would  frown  him  into  ob¬ 
livion;  and  yet  that  same  public  will  feed,  and 


caress,  and  flatter  an  institution  which  has  al¬ 
ready  more  than  half  attained  its  object. 

That  the  .American  Bible  Society  has  pervert¬ 
ed  the  public  charity  into  a  trading  speculation, 
appears  from  the  following  facts.  For  the  year 
ending  the  first  of  May  1828,  it  issued  134,629 
books,  of  which  number  it  sold  127,347,  and  ac¬ 
tually  gave  about  7200  to  the  destitute  !  The 
amount  from  sa/rr  was  R44,603.— A  respectable 
sum,  for  giving  away  7000  Bibles  and  Testa¬ 
ments.  This  it  is  believed,  was  the  first  instance 
in  which  the  public  were  told  that  the  society 
sold  Bibles. 

The  present  year  we  are  favored  with  another 
report  of  sales,  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
work  goes  on  with  great  profit.  For  the  year 
ending  the  first  of  May  1829,  this  society  has  is¬ 
sued  200,122  books  of  which  it  told  191,974,  the 
amount  of  which  was  more  than  ^73,688.  In 
the  mean  lime  it  distributed  gratuitously  8,148 
books. 

The  manner  in  which  these  sales  are  effected 
10  certain  instances,  is  a  sufficient  comment  on 
the  moral  principles  of  some  of  the  agents  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  society — and  will  also  serve  to  il¬ 
lustrate  the  course  which  it  has  hitherto  encour¬ 
aged  them  to  pursue. 

In  a  certain  town  in  this  county,  (Oneida,) 
the  Minister  informed  the  congregation  on  Sun¬ 
day,  that  some  thirty  families  were  destitute  of 
the  Bible ;  and  that  in  the  course  of  the  week, 
he  should  visit  from  house  to  house  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  obtaining  donations  topunhase  Bibles 
for  their  supply.  He  accordingly  did  collect 
money  for  that  purpose.  If  Ibis  be  not  specula¬ 
tion — and  that  of  the  lowest  and  most  contemp¬ 
tible  species,  the  word  has  never  been  truly  ap¬ 
plied. 

But  the  proper  colour  of  the  pecuniary  policy 
of  this  society,  has  been  recently  given  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  village  of  college  memory,  not  fifty  miles 
from  Utica.  A  poor  coloured  woman,  who  earns 
her  dally  bread  by  performing  the  common 
diudgery  of  the  village,  wanted  a  Bible.  She 
accordingly  went  to  one  of  the  donors  of  the  so¬ 
ciety,  and  who  keeps  Dibles  fur  distribution, 
and - purihased  one  at  a  fair  price ! ! 

Such  low  policy — such  vile  means  to  fill  what 
is  impiously  called  “the  treasury  of  the  Lord,” 
are  only  paralleled  by  the  mother’s  advice  to  her 
sons — “get  money — get  it  honestly  if  you  can — 
but  get  mon  .y.’’  So  with  this  national  socie¬ 
ty  ;  it  will  beg  money  by  every  means  while  it 
can  be  begged,  and  then — get  money. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  article,  without  urg¬ 
ing  as  a  solemn  duty,  the  necessity  of  keeping 
this  subject  before  the  public.  Let  us  number 
before  the  world,  the  abuses  which  have  been 
practiced,  and  are  piaclicing  by  this  society — 
hold  up  to  public  indignation  and  abhorrence 
that  pollution  of  the  sacred  name  of  charity  of 
which  it  is  guilty — awaken  one  general  tempest 
of  feeling,  which  in  its  progress  shall  forever  dry 
up  the  fountains  of  its  wealth,  and  purify  the 
moral  atmosphere  from  this  pestilence  of  craft 
“Drag  forth  the  legal  monster  into  light, 

Attd  bid  the  wicked  feel  the  pains  they  give.” 

S.  K.  S.  ^ 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

ANCIENT  HISTORY  OF  CNIVERSALISM. 

Br.  Skinner — It  has  for  several  years,  been 
the  opinioo  of  the  writer  of  this  note— that  the 
materials  were  abundant  in  the  writings  of  the 
Christian  Fathers  (as  they  are  called)  for  satis¬ 
fying  the  minds  of  the  most  sceptical,  that  Uni- 
versalism  was  by  no  means  a  new  doctrine  in 
the  church.  And  the  plan  of  such  a  history 
plainly  comprised,  the  quotations  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  and  opinions  successively  maintained  by 
the  eminent  Bishops  and  Prelates,  of  the  first 
four  or  five  centuries  of  the  Christian  era.  Such 
was  Priestley’s  plan  for  proving  the  Divine  uni¬ 
ty,  and  it  was  successful. 

But  the  difficulty  \>f  finding  access  to  the  re¬ 
cords  which  contained  the  materials  of  such  a 
history — and  the  still  greater  difficulty  of  find- 
ing  a  person  of  sufficient  leisure,  or  patience,  to 
select  from  the  heterogeneous  mass  of  learned 
and  antiquated  folly,  and  monkish  misticism  the 
particular  evidences  of  the  doctrine  of  the  res¬ 
titution;  seemed  to  present  at  least,  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  insuperable  obstructions  to  its  present  at¬ 
tainment. 

It  is  therefore  particularly  gratifying  to  find 
the  work  done — and  so  well  done.  It  is  con¬ 
densed  in  so  small  a  compass,  as  to  be  attaina¬ 
ble  by  all  who  wish — and  by  the  careful  trans¬ 
lation  cf  the  Notes,  (except  perhaps  the  titles  of 
works)  is  admirably  adapted  to  popular  use.— 

When  it  is  recollected,  that  the  author  has 
gathered  much  of  the  matter  of  this  history  from 
the  Latin  language — that  years  have  been  spent 
in  examining  different  Libraries — in  collecting 
and  arranging  the  materials — and  at  the  same 
time,  in  the  constant  discharge  of  the  arduous 
duties  of  a  Christian  Minister,— some  idea  will 
be  formed  of  the  nature  of  the  work,  and  the 
difficulty  of  its  completion.  But  its  great  and 
characteristic  merit,  is  the  candour  which  its 
author  every  where  exhibits.  There  is  no  dis- 
tortioD  of  subjects,  to  make  them  favor  a  party. 
He  lirw  given  ns  the  language  of  truth — is  con¬ 
fident,  only  where  liis  authority  is  positive,  and 
where  that  hesitates,  he  leaves  us  to  doubt. 

No  ffimily  of  Uuiversalists  should  be  without 
this  book.  S.  R.  S. 


Orthodox  Anecdote. — During'tbe  administra- 
lion  of  General  Parr,  as  Governor  of  Nova  Sco¬ 
tia,  many  years  ago,  several  liberal  preachers 
appeared  in  the  Province,  whose  popular  elo¬ 
quence  attracted  great  crowds  of  people,  to  the 
annoyance  of  the  clergy  of  (he  English  church. 
Enraged  at  these  encroachments  upon  their 
prerogative  of  governing  conscience  by  estab¬ 
lished  rules,  they  made  complaint  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor,  requesting  the  “interference  of  bis  author¬ 
ity,  in  putting  down  the  intruders.”  After  as¬ 
certaining  from  them,  that  these  people  bad 
^conducted  themselves  in  a  peaceable  and  exem¬ 
plary  manner,  and  had  given  no  cause  of  offence, 
save  that  of  promulgating  their  own  doctrine, 
the  Governor^clined  any  interference  in  the 
matter;  but  gave  them  this  advice — “You  should 
preach  better  than  they  do — therefore  go  on^ 
&  preach  like  the  Devil,  and  preach  them  down.” 
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EVIDENCES  OF  CHRISTIANITV. 

SEUItlON  II. 

BY  W.  I.  REESE. 

“  Got],  who  at  sundry  times,  and  in  divers  manners  spake  in  time  past  to 
•lie  fathers  by  the  prophets,  hath  in  these  last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  his 
Son.”  IIeb.  I.  1.  2. 

In  advancing  from  the  first  subject,  labored  in  the  previous 
discourse,  we  must  keep  in  mind  the  evidence  there  adduced, 
demonstrating  tlte  existence  and  attributes  of  an  infinitely  wise, 
powerful,  aud  benevolent  Being,  to  whom  the  performance  of 
every  thing  consistent  with  his  perfections,  is  not  only  possible^ 
and  highly  probable,  but  also  rationally  to  be  expected  ;  yet  in 
such  a  manner  as  not  to  surprise  and  bewilder  the  intellectual 
faculties  of  man.  The  order,  the  ease,  and  the  harmony,  with 
which  the  material  universe  is  governed  and  directed,  are  still 
understood  as  having  an  ample  share  in  making  divine  commu¬ 
nications.  Every  thing  in  relation  to  this  subject  should  be 
considered  as  conducted  with  the  same  ease  with  which  man  is 
enabled  to  perform  muscular  motion,  or  make  articulate  sounds. 
For  surely  it  can  require  no  efi'ort  on  the  part  of  Almighty  pow¬ 
er  to  accomplish  it.  Inspiration  may  therefore  be  consistent,  in 
every  sense  of  the  term,  with  the  eternal  order  and  operations 
of  a  wisely  administered  government, — and  though  it  have  been 
at  various  times,  and  in  difi'erent  manners,  no  chauge  is  implied 
in  the  mind  of  the  Eternal,  any  more  than  there  is  in  the  cir¬ 
cumstance  that  Christianity  was  not  propagated  in  North  Amer¬ 
ica  till  after  the  fourteenth  century.  What  seems  to  obtain 
with  many,  is,  that,  because  we  cannot  fix,  or  imagine  a  begin¬ 
ning  to  the  thoughts  and  designs  of  the  Almighty,  there  can  be 
no  time  in  which  his  work  w’as  not  complete,  nor  any  particu¬ 
lar  time,  therefore,  tchtn  it  was  accomplished ;  or  in  other 
words ;  because  the  Deity  is  perfect  in  his  nature,  and  infinite 
in  all  his  attributes,  all  things  must  have  been  done  at  once, 
without  any  respect  to  time.  No  injury  certainly  can  arise 
from  the  admission  of  this  argument ;  and  scepticism  could  find 
no  hold  here  were  the  subject  continued  to  its  legitimate  con¬ 
clusion.  Grant,  then,  that  all  the  works  of  God,  including  ev¬ 
ery  thing  in,  and  relating  to,  the  material,  moral,  and  spiritual 
universe,  were  done  at  once,  without  any  particular  respect  to 
time,  as  relates  to  God  himself,  and,  that  all  things  since  have 
been  carried  on  by  the  use  of  means  provided  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  :  it  would  not  follow  from  this,  that  every  work  or  design, 
was  or  necessarily  ou^ht  to  have  been  manifested  at  the  same  in¬ 
stant.  This  is  true  in  relation  to  some  material  bodies  of  the 
greatest  value  and  importance  to  mankind  ; — of  gold  and  other 
minerals,  which  have  every  appearance  of  being  formed,  at  least 
in  part,  of  the  liquid  air.  Yet  it  is  doubtless  true,  that  all  the 
properties  of  these  existed  before  tlicir  formation.  All  the  jilans 
and  designs  of  infinite  wisdom  and  benevolence  must  he  as 
eternal  as  the  Divinity  himself ;  yet  these  were  not  then  neces¬ 
sarily  manifested  in  any  visible  works,  nor  can  we  confine  his 
designs  and  operations  to  earth  alone,  though  this  is  the  sphere 
of  our  action,  and  inquiry,  and  the  scene  of  our  concern  in  the  hap¬ 
piness  of  our  fellow's  by  the  assistance  of  divine  communications. 

At  present  we  must  keep  entirely  aloof  from  the  scriptures  in 
attempting  to  shew  the  consistency  of  divine  inspiration  ;  for 
this  must  necessarily  precede  the  use  of  such  evidence. 

My  first  proposiUon,  then,  is,  that  such  inspiration  is  possible. 
To  allow  the  existence  of  an  all-perfect  Being,  and  deny  him 
the  power  to  convey  a  knowledge  of  himself  to  his  creatures,  in 
any  manner  he  pleases,  would  be  to  argue  extremely  absurdly. 
Every  thing  in  agreement  with  his  nature,  is,  to  say  the  least, 
jiossible.  And  if  such  a  revelation  could  have  a  tendency  to 
benefit  the  creatures  of  his  power,  it  comes  within  the  compass 
of'  possibility,  ta  say  no  more.  We  cannot,  with  any  cer¬ 


tainty  account  for  (he  manner  in  which  ideas  are  impressed  on 
the  human  mind  by  means  of  visible  objects,  producing. sensa¬ 
tion,  thought,  and  motion  ;  or  exercise  of  both  body  and  mind  ; 
yet  we  know  that  ideas  are  communicated  to  our  minds  in 
some  way  or  other  ,  and  this  kuowdedge  of  the  fact  has  ahvays 
satisfied  us,  if  for  no  other  reason,  because  we  could  know  no 
more  in  relation  to  it.  Why  then  should  any  hold  it  impossible 
that  divine  inspiration  could  be  effected  ?  Should  it  be  allowed^ 
that  such  inspiration  is  possible,  but  at  the  same  time  improba¬ 
ble,  its  possibility  is  all  which  at  present  I  am  contending  for. 
But  if  there  be  any  well  substantiated  improbabilities  attending 
this  subject,  it  is  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  degree,  im¬ 
possible.  For  its  possibility,  viewed  in  connexion  with  the  na¬ 
ture  and  perfections  of  the  divine  Being,  renders  it  extremely 
probable. 

Visible  signs,  without  the  aid  of  a  voice,  made  to  another, 
will  communicate  an  idea  of  what  is  meant  by  such  signs  ;  and 
there  is  no  hesitation  in  complying  without  further  inquiry.  A 
wish  or  request  conveyed  in  writing  to  a  friend  who  ean  recog¬ 
nize  the  hand,  will  satisfy  him  both  of  the  ideas  expressed,  and 
of  the  person  making  the  communication.  But  an  audible 
voice,  expressing  distinct  and  intelligible  ideas,  is  often  no  more 
effectual  in  conveying  a  right  impression  of  our  meaning  than 
either  of  the  former  methods. 

It  is  repeatedly  said  in  scripture,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  camfi 
to  the  prophet,  or  the  person  professing  to  be  inspired  ;  which, 
if  we  examine  the  subject  closely,  will  be  perceived  to  bear 
some  analogy  to  our  own  method  of  communicating  ideas  to 
each  other.  J'or  example,  in  conveying  our  thoughts  to  any 
one,  we  do  it  in  such  a  manner,  by  words  or  significant  emblems, 
as,  by  the  organs  of  seeing  or  hearing,  will  make  a  sufficient 
impression  on  the  brain  of  him  whom  w’e  address,  to  give  him  a 
distinct  idea  of  the  xcords  we  speak,  or  the  signs  we  make  ;  and 
the  impression  thus  made  on  the  brain  w'ill  communicate  to 
the  mind  of  the  individual  our  own  thoughts  and  designs.  So, 
when  He,  to  whom  all  things  are  possible,  sees  fit,  in  the  uner¬ 
ring  course  of  his  wise  provisions,  toa  dd  to  the  sum  of  men’s 
know'ledge  in  the  revelation  of  his  will  and  purpose,  “  it  seems 
only  necessary,”  that,  by  a  suitable  combination  of  circumstan¬ 
ces,  which  in  respect  to  himself,  occur  in  uninterrupted  order, 
to  make  an  impression  on  the  brain  so  as  to  give  the  inspired 
person  a  clear  and  distinct  idea  of  what  he  w'ould  make  known  ; 
and  to  accompany  that  impression  with  a  convincing  sense  of 
the  Being  who  calls  him  to  speak  and  to  act.  There  is  nothing 
which  we  see,  or  hear,  or  have  a  description  of,  which  leaves 
us  destitute  of  ideas  ;  and  our  faculties  enable  us  to  judge 
whether  they  are  just  or  unjust.  And  we  need  not  imagine 
that  the  mind,  directed  by  divine  influence,  is  deprived  of  its 
powers,  but  left  in  the  possession  of  its  native  strength,  to  judge 
of  the  impression  which  may  be  made.  Now'  we  ourselves  can 
arrange  and  combine  circumstances  so  as  to  give  a  discerning 
individual  a  distinct  idea  of  our  meaning,  without  a  single  let¬ 
ter,  a  voi6e,  or  our  personal  presence.  We  could  set  up  such  a 
monument  or  object  as  to  give  him  a  consistent  notion  of  what 
w'e  desired  to  have  him  do.  And  if  this  can  be  done  note,  as 
all  emblematical  communication  is  nearly  superceded  by  other 
methods  of  conveying  our  thoughts,  it  is  certain  it  could  have 
been  done  in  the  days  of  the  prophets.  For  then,  almost  entire¬ 
ly,  they  conveyed  their  thoughts  and  instructions  under  the  em¬ 
blem  of  some  visible  object  which  they  carried  with  them.  I 
will  cite  a  few  instances  to  illustrate  my  meaning :  Jeremiah, 
(Chap.  24, 1,)  is  instructed  to  predict  the  fate  of  the  Jews  under 
the  similitude  of  two  baskets  of  figs,  one  good  and  the  other 
bad ,  and  the  fate  of  Zedekiah  and  his  princes  who  procur¬ 
ed  their  captivity  by  their  evil  conduct.  Finding  these  figs 
before  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  and  being  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  of  the  people,  and  the  affairs  of  the  natioa,  as  he 
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naturally  must  have  been,  it  is  not  difficult  to  conceive,  that  he 
was  induenced  by  a  divine  impression  by  the  mean*  of  these 
eircumstances,  to  foretell  the  truth  concerning  them.  Ezekiel, 
(Chap.  12,)  who  lived  before,  and  at  the  time  of  the  captivity, 
represented  the  evacuation  of  Jerusalem  by  the  Jews,  under  the 
similitude  of  preparing  his  own  atnff  for  removing,  in  the  sight 
of  the  people  ;  and  showed  the  extremity  of  their  condition,  by 
coveting  his  face,  and  digging  through  a  wall  to  make  his  es¬ 
cape.  Thus  he  was  a  sign  to  his  countrymen,  without  uttering 
a  syllable  ;  and  without  any  doubt  conveyed  all  bis  meaning 
distinctly.  And,  that,  by  the  medium  of  such  circumstances  as 
there  presented  themselves  to  the  mind  of  the  prophet,  the  Al¬ 
mighty  could  and  did  impress  him  with  a  knowledge  of  what 
wo.rId  follow,  it  would  be  presumption  to  deny,  in  like  man¬ 
ner  examples  occur,  which  it  would  be  tedious  and  useless 
to  collect,  showing  particular  circumstances,  significant  in 
themselves,  which  were  used  as  means,  through  which  to  con¬ 
vey  understanding  impressions  to  the  mind*  of  the  prophets  con¬ 
cerning  the  will  of  God,  and  of  future  events.  Now  allowing 
these  things  to  be  probable,  and  not  unreasonable,  wc  will  as¬ 
cend  the  scale  of  inspiration  still  farther. 

When  Abraham  interposed  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  Sodom 
and  Gk)morrah,  who  had  become  corrupt  to  an  astonishing  de¬ 
gree,  he  petitioned  Jehovah  for  the  preservation  of  such  as 
might  be  among  them  not  deserving  the  punishment  about  to  fall 
on  the  people.  He  said,  perhaps  there  are  fifty  rigliteous  with¬ 
in  the  city  ;  wilt  thou  also  destroy  and  not  spare  the  place  for 
the  fifty  righteous  that  are  therein  ?  And  the  Lord  said,  if  I  find 
in  Sodom  fifty  righteous  within  the  city,  then  will  I  spare  all 
the  place  for  their  sake.  Gen.  xviii.  24,  26.  In  this  case,  ail 
that  was  required,  was  to  produce  such  an  impression'^on  the 
brain  as  would  create  in  the  mind  of  the  patriarch  the  ideas  re¬ 
corded  as  the  ansveer  of  God.  And  in  descending  from  fifty  to 
two,  the  same  reply  was  given  throughout.  When  the  same 
patriarch  was  commanded  of  God,  (Gen.  xii.  1,)  to  leave  his 
country  and  kindred,  and  go  to  a  laud  about  which  he  should 
be  informed,  Paul  says,  he  “  went  out  not  knowing  whitherTie 
went.”  And  we  may  imagine  without  any  extravagance  in  our 
ideas,  that  there  was  a  proper  arrangement  in  circumstances  op¬ 
erating  with  sufficient  clearness  to  produce  a  distinct  impres¬ 
sion  of  his  duty,  and  enable  him  to  foresee  the  advantages  which 
would  arise  therefrom,  both  to  himself  and  his  posterity. 

1  am  not  producing  these  citations  from  the  scriptures  to  show 
their  truth,  for  these  things  are  to  be  proved  in  future  discours¬ 
es  :  but  only  to  illustrate  what  I  believe  to  be  a  consistent  no¬ 
tion  of  divine  inspiration,  together  >vith  the  circum.stances  aiding 
in  the  prediction  of  future  events.  To  this  patriarch  was  prom¬ 
ised  great  prosperity ;  that  he  should  become  a  great  nation,  and 
that  in  him  and  his  seed  all  the  families  of  the  earth  should  be 
blessed.  From  Abraham  descended  the  Jews,  who  inherited 
the  temporal  privileges  promised  to  him,  and  possessed  the  his¬ 
tory  of  their  illustrious  father  ;  and  the  promises  and  communi¬ 
cations  made  to  him.  But  the  nature  of  their  views  which  they 
derived  from  him,  was  altogether  temporal :  and  those  views 
appear  to  have  been  perfectly  consistent  with  the  improvements 
of  that  age  and  people.  In  subsequent  ages  the  ken  of  prophe¬ 
cy  seems  to  have  increased  as  the  times  approached  to  tbe  days 
of  the  Messiah.  Inspiration  seems  not  only  probable  from  the 
nature  of  an  infinitely  wise  and  benevolent  Creator,  and  from 
the  way  in  which  ideas  may  be  impressed  on  the  human  mind 
by  well,  though  naturally  arranged  and  significant  circumstanc¬ 
es,  but  also,  first,  from  the  general  consent  of  mankind  in  all 
ages,  that  divine  inspirations  were  to  be  expected ;  and  from 
their  embracing  as  divine,  many  vague  and  pretended  revela¬ 
tions  ;  which  showed'an  unstudied  confession  of  their  want  of 
information,  the  need  of  instruction,  and  the  source  whence  they 
expected  it.  Secondly,  from  the  acknowledgement  of  some  of 


the  most  prudent  sages  of  antiquity,  that  reformation  was  hope¬ 
less  without  such  assistance  and  direction.  Hence, 

2.  Such  revelation  is  not  only  possible,  voAprobabk,  for  rea¬ 
sons  already  given,  but  also  necese^.  Here  it  will  perhaps  b( 
objected.  Why  was  it  not  in  the  same  degree  necessary  to  tin- 
first  human  beings,  and  why  was  not  the  whole  sum  of  divine 
knowledge  communicated  in  the  beginningj  and  at  once  ?  This 
objection  or  one  similar  to  it,  was  noticed  in  treating  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  creation,  and  the  same  remarks  will  apply  here.  Bui 
here  it  may  be  added  that  it  is  rational  to  sup})ose  the  first  hu¬ 
man  beings  possessed  all  the  light  their  primitive  state  required, 
and  all  they  could  digest  in  the  concerns  of  their  existence  and 
happiness.  And  it  is  equally  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  their 
views,  and  hopes  and  fears,  were  bounded  by  the  present  life  , 
and  their  wants  and  knowledge  of  this  life  more  limited,  than 
thosfc  of  subsequent  generations.  As  the  intellect  of  men  grad¬ 
ually  expands  by  means  of  organs  which  are  progressively  de¬ 
veloped,  and  by  the  exhibition  of  natural  objects  to  the  se'nse.'J, 
so  the  moral  growth  of  the  world  demanded  new  subjects  of 
contemplation,  and  new  scenes  of  mental  research.  Hence  di¬ 
vine  influence  and  instruction  must  have  been  accommodated  to 
the  wants,  and  capacities  of  his  creature  to  understand.  Where¬ 
as,  it  would  not  only  have  astonished  their  senses  to  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  instantaneous  burst  of  ail  the  revelations  of  Heaven 
at  once,  but  it  would  have  required  a  miracle  to  enable  them  to 
comprehend  and  apply  it.  Yet  the  whole  amount  of  such  in¬ 
telligence  was  ever  ready,  and  at  the  disposal  of  wise  and  effi¬ 
cient  means,  foreseen  and  provided  from  the  beginning,  to  be 
manifested  according  to  the  wants  of  mankind,  and  adapted  to 
suiUble  times,  places  and  circumstances,  and  conveyed  in  such 
diverse  manners  as  best  to  promote  the  most  benevolent  purposes 
to  the  human  race.  But  it  is  reasonable  to  infer  tliat  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  men  had  much  to  do  in  exciting  them  to  aspire  after 
divine  knowledge.  An  acquaintance  with  their  own  mental 
powers  would  naturally  lead  them  to  believe  themselves  capa¬ 
ble  of  higher  enjoyments ;  and  the  constant  developement  of 
those  faculties,  in  tracing  out  the  immediate  causes  of  happiness 
or  misery,  would  lead  them  to  a  strong  desire  of  encompassing 
some  means  by  which  to  bring  about  the  state  of  things  so  ar¬ 
dently  wished  for.  This  state  of  mind  wrought  up  by  experi¬ 
ence,  aided  by  a  suitable  combination  of  attendant  circumstanc¬ 
es,  was  doubtless  the  most  fit  to  receive  divine  impression  and 
illumination :  and  in  obtaining  an  answer  from  God,  after  seeiruj 
and  experiencing  the  necessity  for  the  information  sought,  the 
prophet  would  familiarize  himself  with  his  peculiar  state  of 
mind  and  with  the  circumstances  producing  it;  and  hence  he 
would  speak  of  such  divine  assistance  as  a  common  event.  The 
present  state  of  the  world  would  convince  us,  that  there  must 
have  been  but  few  persons  thus  endued,  who  were  the  greatest 
philanthropists  of  their  generation.  And  feeling  the  need  of  all 
they  desired  of  God,  and  being  rationally  convinced,  that  the  an¬ 
swers  came  from  him,  they  would  naturallv  keep  a  record  of  the 
minutest  circumstances  connected  with  those  revelations  ;  and 
we  may  suppose,  without  violating  our  reason,  that  those  revela¬ 
tions  were  made  at  such  times,  under  such  ctre^ms/ances,  and  in 
such  measures,  or  degrees,  as  best  suited  the  different  ages  in 
which  they  w'ere  received, and  best  adapted  to  the  various  capaci¬ 
ties  of  tbe  people ;  for  certainly  it  could  answer  no  valuable  pur¬ 
pose,  to  give  these  revelations  in  degrees  above  the  comprehen¬ 
sion  of  those  for  whose  use  tliey  were  designed.  And  though 
the  prophets  might  have  been  able  to  weigh  subjects  of  higher 
moment  than  those  which  they  were  capacitated  to  predict,  this 
would  have  been  useless ;  because  they  did  not  prophecy  for 
themselves,  but  for  and  to  others. 

We  may  imagine,  then,  that  in  a  suitable  ratio,  prophecy  in¬ 
creased  from  one  generation  to  another,  until  the  close  of  the 
prophetic  age  which  w’as  about  four  hundred  years  from  the 
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reputed  time  of  the  coming  of  the  Messiah.  During  this 
period  the  Jews  contracted  a  greater  familiarity  and  inter¬ 
course  ^th  the  other  nations,  and  the  Gentiles  became  more 
acquainted  with  the  Jewish  manners  and  writings.  The  learn¬ 
ing  of  the  Greeks  increased,  and  many  of  the  literati  became 
versed  in  the  language  of  the  Hebrews.  During  this  period 
too,  the  sciences  extant  in  those  days,  were  cultivated  with  ac¬ 
celerated  ardor  and  diligence ;  and  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  years  before  the  Christian  era,  the  Jewish  scriplures  were 
translated  into  the  Greek  language  at  Alexandria,  in  Egypt. 
This  event  contributed  to  diffuse  generally,  among  the  learned, 
a  knowledge  of  what  the  prophets  had  predicted,  for  the  conso¬ 
lation  of  Israel  and  the  other  nations  of  the  earth  ;  and  to  raise 
in  them  similar  expectations  with  those  of  the  Jews.  Thus  the 
time  which  elapsed  between  the  close  of  the  prophetic  writings 
and  the  advent  of  the  Messiah,  was  far  from  being  a  blank,  but 
seems  to  have  been  taken  up  in  the  most  profitable  manner,  by 
preparing  the  public  mind  for  an  event  of  no  common  impor¬ 
tance.  But  when  that  event  happened,  the  proof  of  which  does 
not  belong  here,  it  had  become  so  familiar  by  the  long  contin¬ 
ued  and  high  anticipations  of  the  people,  concerning  it ;  that  the 
companions  of  Christ,  the  witnesses  of  his  resurrection,  and  the 
writers  of  his  history,  express  and  perform  every  circumstance 
mthout  any  emotions  of  astonishment ;  but  with  the  same  spirit  ] 
and  coolness,  with  which  the  prophets  related  their  predictions. 

Running  over  in  your  minds  the  course  we  have  taken  on 
this  subject,  that  prophecy  was  gradualf  because  it  was  best 
and  fittest  so,  in  not  appearing  to  wander  from  the  common 
course,  and  order  of  things,  and  adapted  to  the  capacities  of 
different  generations,  you  may  perhaps  see  some  propriety  in 
the  saying,  that  Christ  came  in  due  time,  or  in  the  proper  sea- 
eon,  in  the  following  connected  particulars:  1.  He  came 
when  the  w’orld  most  needed  his  doctrine.  2.  “  When  the 
powers  of  the  human  mind  had  been  cultivated  to  the  utmost, 
both  in  Greece  and  Rome;  and  had  made  every  possible  ef 
fort,  but  all  in  vain,  to  find  out  some  efficient  scheme  of  mur¬ 
al  improvement  and  happiness.  3.  When  the  Jews  and  Gen¬ 
tiles,  the  one  from  i\\e\v  jealousy,  the  other  from  their  learning, 
were  btst  qualified  to  detect  imposture  and  to  ascertain  fact.^' 
4.  it  will  be  acknowledged  that  the  supreme  dominion 
of  one  people,  or  rather  of  one  man,  over  so  many  kingdoms 
as  the  Roman  government  united,  was  attended  with  many 
considerable  advantages  to  mankind  in  general,  and  to  the 
propagation  of  Christianity  in  particular and  continued  to 
mark  it  as  the  proper  time  for  Christ’s  appearing.  “  For,  by 
the  means  of  this  almost  universal  empire,  many  nations,  dif¬ 
ferent  in  their  languages  and  in  their  manners,  were  united 
more  intimately  together  in  social  intercourse.  Hence  a  pas¬ 
sage  was  opened  in  the  remotest  countries,  by  the  communi¬ 
cations  which  the  Romans  formed  between  the  conquered 
provinces,  lienee,  also,  the  nations  whose  manners  were 
savage  and  barbarous,  were  civilized  by  the  laws  and  com¬ 
merce  of  the  Romans.  And  by  this,  in  short,  the  benign  in- 
lluence  of  letters  and  philosophy  was  spread  abroad  in  coun¬ 
tries  which  before  had  lain  under  the  darkest  ignorance.” 
Add  to  this,  that  the  mildness  of  the  Roman  laws  tolerated 
all  religions  within  the  empire,  that  were  not  dangerous  to 
the  commonwealth,  a  state  of  things  perhaps  unknown  to  the 
world  j  and  when  the  Christ  comes,  therefore,  will  appear  the 
most  proper  season  that  could  have  been  selected. 

I  must  declare  for  my  own  part,  that  in  the  light  of  reason, 
admitting  the  existence  of  Gud,  which  reason  cannot  deny, 
that  a  revelation  of  the  true  nature,  will  and  purpose  of  Deity 
is  possible,  probable,  necessary  and  consistent.  For  whatever 
h  possible  with  God,  as  a  perfect  Being,  is  certainly  pro&a2*/e. 
And  whatever  is  necessary  may  consistently  be  done. 

Wliat  some  critics  have  called  an  objection  to  divine  revela¬ 
tion,  that  “pA»7o5opfty  and  reason  arc  sufficient  to  in¬ 


struct  men  in  their  duty,”  to  me,  does  not  appear  like  an  ob¬ 
jection.  Such  a  revelation  does  not  contradict  the  true  sci¬ 
ence  of  philosophy,  either  natural  or  moral.  And  as  [or  right 
reason,  it  seems  to  demonstrate  it.  But  it  is  a  good  idea,  that 
it  is  07ie  thing  to  perceive,  that  the  best  and  most  approved 
rules  of  life  which  are  laid  before  us,  are  agreeable  to  reason, 
and  quite  another  thing  to  d/scorcr  them  by  the  process  of  rea¬ 
soning.  Besides  it  is  a  fact,  that  the  loudest  declaimcrs 
against  revelation  have  taken  their  best  moral  maxims  from 
the  very  work  which  they  condemn.  But  thc.most  sacred 
rules  of  life  have  been  violated,  times  without  number,  even 
by  those  who  bear  the  natne  and  profess  the  charaettr  of  the, 
Christian  j  and  Jews  and  heathens  have  only  done  the  same, 
by  trampling  on  the  best  rules  which  they  possessed.  'I'herc 
is  no  necessity  for  contending,  that  good  and  w'holesoinc  rules 
and  morals  could  not  have  been  obtained  without  a  divine 
revelation.  For  the  morals  of  some  of  the  heathen  writers 
who  had  no  such  advantages,  are  excellent,  and  would  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  happiness  of  all  who  might  conform  to  them. 
The  business  of  divine  revelation  w'as  chiefly  designed  to 
prepare  the  way  for,  and  finally  to  reveal  the  doctrine  of  a 
future  state  by  a  resurrection  from  the  dead  ;  and  the  writers 
of  such  truths  as  were  revealed  for  this  purpose,  accompanied 
their  discoveries  with  such  reflections  as  were  suitable  to, 
and  grew  out  of  the  nature  of  the  case.  The  heathen  moral¬ 
ists  could  not  predicate  their  maxims  of  these  grounds,  being 
destitute  of  the  resources ;  but  they  are  far  from  deserving 
indiscriminate  condemnation — on  the  contrary,  they  merit,  in 
many  iustanccs,  our  warm  approbation. 

It  may  safely  be  affirmed,  that  revelation  has  suffered  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  rigidity  with  which  some  writers  have  attempt¬ 
ed  its  defence.  Many  have  contended,  that  every  scntenci*, 
and,  even  every  word,  contained  in  the  Bible,  were  given  nnd(M 
the  immediate  influence  of  the  spirit  of  God.  But  as  several 
descrepancies  and  apparent  coutradictions  occur  in  the  scriptures 
too  palpable  to  be  overlooked,  this  mode  of  defence  has  broughi 
down  unqualified  condemnation  upon  the  whole  volume  with¬ 
out  distinction.  Besides,  the  writers  of  the  scriptures  made 
their  own  comments  as  they  saw  fit,  and  agreeably  to  the  nature 
of  the  subject  about  which  they  spake,  according  to  their  own 
conceptions  of  it,  they  deduced  their  moral  instructions.  But 
they  no  w'here  intimate  that  the  rules  and  maxims  of  life  could 
not  be  discovered,  and  safely  infered  from  the  nature  of  the  truths 
revealed  to  them.  Add  to  this,  that  the  apostles,  particular!}’ 
Paul,  hazzarded  frequent  conjectures,  and  often  made  promises 
to  churches  and  individuals,  which  he  was  prevented  from  ful¬ 
filling  by  incidents  in  the  providence  of  that  Being,  who,  rt  is 
contended,  influenced  him  to  speak  every  word  he  uttered  ;  ainl 
it  will  aj>pear  beyond  the  possibility  of  refutation,  that  no  ex¬ 
traordinary  influence  at  such  times  could  have  been  possessed. 
Nor  was  this  necessary.  For  it  has  already  been  observed,  aiul 
with  propriety  I  think,  that  the  use  of  inspiration  was  for  a 
higher  purpose  than  to  furnish  directions  for  the  present  life,  al¬ 
though  such  directions  were  afforded  by  means  of  the  doctrine  ol 
a  future  state,  which  Jesus  Christ  was  inspired  to  make  known. 

I  shall  close  this  lecture  by  noficing  three  other  objections, 
which,  however,  coming  from  different  classes  of  objectors,  c 
qually  tend  to  the  injury  or  revelation. 

First — “  If  it  be  consistent  to  believe,  that  the  prophets,  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  and  his  apostles,  were,  on  every  necessary  occasion, 
j  aided  by  divine  influence  to  rev'eal  truths  which  could  not  othcr- 
i  wise  have  been  known,  even  admitting  such  truths  agreeable  to 
reason  when  revealed,  why  are  not  mankind  assisted  in  the  same 
manner  now  to  ascertain  truth In  answer  to  this,  I  would 
observe — 

1.  That  the  prophets,  Jesus  Christ  and  his  apostles,  did  al¬ 
ways,  when  proper  and  necessary,  enjoy  such  influence,  np- 
])ears  too  evident  from  reason,  to  be  denied. 
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2.  The  discoveries  of  the  Jewish  pro¬ 
phets  were  only  preparatory  steps  to  open 
the  Avay  for  the  revelations  of  the  Messiah, 
and  these  were  always  adapted  to  the  ages 
in  which  they  wore  made,  and  adequate 
to  the  purposes  designed  to  be  accomplish- 
by  them.  It  is  true  the  Jewish  people  did 
not  receive  from  their  prophets  any  con¬ 
sistent  notions  of  a  future  state,  nor  perhaps 
any  direct  intimations  of  it.  liut  the  open¬ 
ing  of  prophecy,  like  the  march  of  mind, 
was  gradual. 

3.  As  the  first  steps  had  been  taken,  and 
the  public  mind  prepared  for  the  event  in 
an  easy,  unsuspected  manner,  by  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  the  human  intellect,  generally, 
the  harbinger  of  Christ  publicly  proclaims 
the  approaching  Messiah;  and  all  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  Judea,  and  the  region  roundabout, 
go  forth  to  hear  him,  and  receive  his  bap¬ 
tism.  Jesus  followed  in  quick  succession, 
and  was  recognized  as  the  Christ  who  was 
lotoine.  During  his  ministry,  and  by  his 
instructions,  miracles,  death,  resurrection 
and  ascension,  he  verified  the  predictions 
of  the  prophets  concerning  him,  and 
brought  life  find  immortality  to  light ;  he 
revealed  every  thing  necessary  for  man  to 
know,  and  all  that  we  may  look  for  by  in¬ 
spiration.  The  apostles  and  evangelists 
closed  the  scene  by  giving  us  a  faithful 
history  of  the  doctrine,  precepts  and  ex¬ 
amples  of  Christ,  in  which  we  find  the 
“Gospel  of  our  sahalion^'* — and  what 
more  can  we  ask  ?  AVhy  should  revela¬ 
tion  continue  now  seeing  our  highest  inter 
est  is  reaealed  ?  But  the  proof  of  this  be 
longs  to  another  place 


be  disproved,4that  there  are  as  many  per¬ 
sons  Among  professors  who  are  ignorant  of 
the  scriptures,  as  among  non  professors,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  respective  numbers.  So 
that  if  there  be  any  such  influence  now, 
the  effects  cannot  justify  any  man  in  con¬ 
tending  for  it. 

Third— \i  may  be  farther  objected,that  the 
different  generations  to  whom  those  revela¬ 
tions,  from  time  to  time  are  said  to  have 
been  made,  must  have  been  extremely  stu¬ 
pid  if  they  were  not  able  to  receive  and 
comprehend  them  with  greater  ease,  and 
in  quicker  succession  than  they  seem  to 
have  done,  in  consuming  a  period  of  near¬ 
ly  two  thousand  years,  before  the  Christ  is 
is  said  to  have  come. 

To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  even  the 
disciples  of  Christ,  who  surely  had  for 
some  time,  enjoyed  greater  advantages 
than  any  of  their  ancestors,  were  slow  of 
heart  to  believe  all  the  things  spoken  of  by 
the  prophets  concerning  the  Messiah,  even 
after  he  had  come,  and  saluted  them  as  his 
followers.  But  this  objection  may  be  met 
by  referring  to  times  more  modern.  And 
here  I  shall  take  it  for  granted,  that  what 
the  gift  and  benefit  of  prophecy  was  to  the 
people  in  the  different  ages  of  it,  the  record 
of  those  prophecies  is  to  us,  including  the 
Old'andNew  Testaments.  Now,  what  is 
called  Christianity  has  been  preached  in 
the  world  nearly  two  thousand  years,  and 
there  is  the  best  of  evidence,  that  the  sci¬ 
ence  is  not  yet  generally  understood ;  and 
more  has  been  done  in  the  last  century  to 
elucidate  the  subject  than  all  that  had  been 
done  before,since  the  days  of  the  apostles 


companies,  and  agents,  at  simp).;  cost.  Thi? 
pamplilet  will  therc'bre.be  put  at  per  ICO,  oi 
50  cents  per  doz.  or  C  cts.  single.  Those  Nos. 
that  contain  only  12  pages  will  be  a%  half  this 
price.  Societies  who  will  collect,  by  cootribu- 
tioD  or  otherwise,  ^3,  will  receive  100  copies  ot 
this,  or  200  of  some  other  Nos.  It  would  t» 
best  for  those  who  send  for  the  pamphict.s,  to 
send  by  private  conveyance,  if  practicable,  be¬ 
cause  the  postage  on  the  pamphlets  if  sent  by 
mail,  would  amount,  ou  a  small  package,  to  some 
thing  very  considerable. 

tVe  hope  to  receive  orders  for  the  whole  edi¬ 
tion  of  No.  1,  shortly,  so  as  to  be  able  *o  issue 
No.  2  on  a  different  subject,  soon.  Awake,  bi  t 
thren,  and  be  active. 


5econ<Z— The  second  objection,is  rather  Nearly  three  hundred  years  ago  the  doc- 
an  obstacle  which  has  been  thrown  in  the  trine  was  started,  that  God  made  the  ma- 
way  by  religious  zealots,  who  have  at- 1  jority  of  man  on  purpose  for  dsunnation 
tempted  to  maintain,  that  the  revelation  j  And,  with  all  the  light  that  has  shone  since, 
which  God  has  made  of  his  will  and  pur- 1  that  single  article  is  not  yet  entirely  given 
pose,  cannot  be  understood  by  any,  except  up ;  and  perhaps  will  not  be  for  the  same 
they  first  be  miraculously  illuminated  by  length  of  time  to  come.  It  is  not  strange 
the*  immediate  influence  of  the  spirit  of  [then,  that  the  Jews  improved  no  more  rap- 


God.  But  every  one  must  perceive,  that 
this  idea  is  liable  to  many  objections.  For  it 
would  render  the  scriptures  entirely  use¬ 
less  to  nearly  the  whole  world  of  mankind, 
if  we  except  those  who  contend  for  this 
miraculous  influence.  And  on  the  suppo¬ 
sition,  that  they  may  have  been  deceived, 
and  do  not  possess  the  light  which  they  ac¬ 
count  necessary,  then  the  Bible  is  of  no 
use  to  the  world  at  all.  But  the  truth  is, 
those  who  possess  the  faculties  common 
to  mankind,  and  read  the  scriptures  most, 
and  with  the  least  bias  from  pre-conceiv- 
cd  opinions,  will  understand  them  best,  in¬ 
dependent  of  all  other  considerations.  And 
if  any  who  profess  to  be  religious,  under¬ 
stand  the  scriptures  better  than  those  who 
make  no  profession,  if  the  powers  of  mind 
are  equal,  it  only  shows  that  the  former 
have  given  the  sulyect  more  attention  than 
the  latter. 


idly  than  they  did ;  and  seeing  the  various 
disadvantages  attending  that  people,  their 
improvement  was  as  great,  in  proportion, 
as  that  of  the  modems  has  been. 


tStoanfielfcal  fttauafinr. 


UTICA,  SATURDAY,  AUG.  16,  1829. 


“.4  Solvnn  Appeal  to  all  Liberal  Christians, 
and  especially  to  all  Universatisls.”  This  pamph¬ 
let,  the  first  of  a  Scries  of  similar  pamphlets,  to 
be  published  under  the  patronage  of  tbe  Central, 
Black  River,  and  Conventional  Associations,  is 
now  published  and  ready  for  delivery.  The 
publishers  intend  these  pamphleU  shall  general 
ly  contain  about  12  pages  to  each  No.  This 
“Appeal,’^  however,  contains  double  that  num¬ 
ber,  i.  e.  24  large  duodecimo  pages.  It  is  de- 


MR.  LUKE  BABCOCK. 

A  few  weeks  since  we  gave  notice  that  this 
gentleman  (who  resides  in  Pharsalia,  Chenango 
Co.  formerly  a  Baptist  preacher,)  had  renoun* 
ced  the  doctrine  of  endless  misery,  and  embra- 
ced  the  belief  of  the  final  salvation  of  all  man¬ 
kind.  We  have  recently  received  a  letter 
from  him,  confirming  this  statement.  Affe’’ giv¬ 
ing  us  to  understand  bis  present  views  to  be  iu 
accordance  with  Univcrsalism,  he  makes  tbe  fol¬ 
lowing  quaint,  but  just  remarks  on  the  system  ol 
modern  Orthodoxy : — 

“The  Orthodox  bold  that  (he  greatest  part  of 
maokiod  are  to  endure  endless  punishment— say 
as  many  as  three  out  of  four — and  they  say  God 
will  be  glorified  as  much  m  the  damnation  of  the 
lost  as  he  will  be  in  the  salvation  of  the  saved. 
Hell  is  the  place  for  the  damned,  nnd  Ileaveii 
for  the  saved.  According  to  this  belief  there¬ 
fore,  three  fourths  of  God’s  glory  will  be  in  Hell, 
and  only  one  fourth  part  of  it  iu  Heaven.  Of 
course.  Hell  will  be  three  times  more  glorious 
than  Heaven — and  withal  a  much  happier  place, 
unless  they  can  make  it  appear  that  the  happi- 
est  place  is  where  there  is  the  least  of  God’s  glu 

ry- 

“They  say  the  Supreme  God  gave  to  his  .Son, 
(who  is  the  Supreme  God  himself,)  all  the  elect 
and  none  others,  m  (he  Covenant  of  grace  —the 
reprobates,  uot  being  given  to  Christ,  if  tlicy 
were  given  to  any  one,  they  must  have  been  giv¬ 
en  to  Satan  or  tbe  Devil.  And  if  they  were  giv* 
en  to  the  Devil,  certainly  Christ  has  no  claim 
on  them,  and  can  have  no  right  to  punish  (hem. 
Further,  they  say  the  Devil  is  a  very  ciinninf . 
subtle  old  being :  and  if  this  be  the  case,  and 
bis  disciples  serve  him  according  to  his  will,  he 
cannot  be  so  foolish  as  to  punish  them,  for  so  do* 
ing.  If  be  should,  bis  kingdom  would  be  divi¬ 
ded,  and  It  wbuld  prove  that  he  is  not  cunning. 

“Some  maiotain  that  God  has  provided  salva¬ 
tion  for  each  and  all  of  the  human  family ;  but 
all  will  not  partake  of  that  which  is  provided. — 
Now  I  should  like  to  know  what  use  he  will  put 
that  portion  to,  which  he  has  provided,  and  which 
will  not  be  participated  by  those  for  whom  it  was 
provided.  Did  not  God  know  how  much  would 
be  used  to  advantage  T  and  did  be  make  provis¬ 
ion  only  to  be  wasted.^  Joseph  was  more  pru¬ 
dent  than  this,  in  the  provision  made  for  bis  bre¬ 
thren,  each  one  of  whom  had  his  portion.’’ 


sig^d,  in  order  to  give  them  general  circula- 
And  i  may  add,  what  cannot  j  tion,  to  sell  them  by  the  quantity,  to  Societies, 


Withdrawal.— Rev  David  Pickering  of  Pro. 
vidence,  R.  I.  has  withdrawn  bis  membership 
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from  tlie  General  Convention  ofUoiversalistaof 
]Vew  England,  and  the  Associations  under  its 
jurisdiction.  We  are  however  happy  to  learn^ 
that  the  iHtltdniwal  of  this  distinguished  and 
eminent  Unircrsalist  preacher,  from  his  con¬ 
nexion  with  that  body  and  its  subordinate 
branches,  was  not  occasioned  by  any  change  of 
his  sentiments  on  the  all-important  subject  of 
religion ;  but  rather  by  Ins  difference  of  views 
from  bis  other  eastern  brethren,  in  relation  to 
the  authority  and  particular  mode  of  organiza¬ 
tion  of  that  body  and  its  branches.  He  still 
believes  and  preaches  the  glorious  doctrine  of  the 
restitution  of  all  things. 

While  on  this  subject  we  cannot  but  remark, 
tliat,  in  our  opinion,  the  form,  or  mode  of  organ¬ 
ization,  of  that  boJy,  ought  to  be  altered  in  some 
respects,  and  might  be  much  improved.  We 
think  a  plan  similar  to  what  was  proposed  at 
Saratoga  Springs  two  years  ago,  (tho’  perhaps 
differing  from  that  in  some  of  its  details,)  very 
nearly  on  which  the  JV*eic  York  k  Maine  Con~ 
venlions  are  organized,  would  be  preferable  to 
its  present  form.  But  we  have  not  room  here 
to  enter  fuHy  into  the  merits  of  the  subject.-— 
We  hope  tlie  brethren  will  think  of  the  subject 
impartially  and  deliberately. 

Cefc6r<i/ion.— 'file  4lh  of  July  was  celebra¬ 
ted  religiously,  and  with  peculiar  demonstra- 
liens  of  joy,  in  the  Prince-Street  Church,  New 
Vork,  by  Universalists  and  other  liberal  Chris¬ 
tians,  on  account  of  the  progress  of  liberal 
views  of  Christianity  in  this  country,  but  more 
particularly  on  account  of  the  cheering  intelli¬ 
gence  recently  received,  that  all  the  enlight¬ 
ened  part  of  the  German  nation  had  rejected 
the  gloomy  doctrine  of  endlesi  damnation,  and 
embraced  the  consoling  sentiment  oi  the  final 
salvation  of  the  whole  world. 

Penn»y/t>ama.— The  good  people  ofPennsyl. 
vania,  particularly  the  German  population,  are 
“wide  awake”  on  the  subject  of  religious  lib. 
erty.  Since  Gr.  Ely’s  disclosures  of  the  de* 
signs  of  the  leading  Orthodox  clergy,  and  the 
violent  ebullitions  of  his  wrath  against  the  Sen¬ 
ate  of  Pa.  because  they  would  not  incorporate 
his  favorite  ^‘Sunday  School  Union,”  these 
honest  Dutchmen  have  grown  jealous  of  their 
rights ;  and  we  are  heartily  glad  to  learn  by 
the  public  journals  that  they  have  recently 
held  numerous  and  crowded  assemblies  of  true 
patriots,  and  passed  sundry  spiiited  resolutions 
relative  to  the  dangerous,  monopolizing,  mo 
ney-making,  and  ghostly  plans  of  the  leaders  of 
Orthodoxy,  and  loudly  calling  on  all  friends  of 
liberty  and  the  rights  of  conscience  to  unite  in 
endeavoring  to  avert  the  impending  blow  that 
is  aimed  at  our  freedom. 

Ts  Readers  and  Cerrespsndents. — Brother  R. 
Streeter’s  excellent  Sermon  is  thankfully  re¬ 
ceived.  D.  G.^S.,  J.  R.,  S.  Miles,  W.  1.  R’s. 
Inquiry,  several  articles  of  S.  R.  S.,  B.  W.  in 


answer  to  U.  C.  P  *  *  *  *,  and  many  others-  j 
are  received  and  shall  be  disposed  of  as  1 
fast  as  pc-.>sible.  Letter  No.  7  to  Rev.  S.  C. 
Aikin  is  anxiously  waiting  for  room,  it  will 
be  perceived  that  we  have  allowed  but  little 
space  for  editorial  self,  to-day—  Well,  perhaps 
our  subscribers  will  like  it  as  well,  and  corres¬ 
pondents  better. 


The  Providence  papers  give  an  account  of 
the  imprisonment  of  a  poor  woman  in  that  town, 
destitute  of  the  most  common  and  ordinary  ne¬ 
cessaries  of  life  ;  who  had  been  compelled  to 
consult  with  a  physician  once  or  twice,  for  which 
he  charged  her  $3;  and  not  having  the  means  of 
paying,  was  sued  fur  the  same.  When  the 
oflicer  came  with  tho  writ,  she  requested  him  to 
inform  the  Doctor  she  could  not  pay  him  in  mo¬ 
ney,  but  would  do  any  kind  of  work  for  him  in 
her  power.  This  would  not  answer,  and  the- 
oflicer  was  compelled  in  tho  discharge  of  his 
duty,  and  to  tho  eternal  disgrace  of  tho  creditor, 
to  take  this  poor  woman  upon  the  cxecation 
with  her  nursing  infant,  and  commit  her  to  jail. 
There  she  remained  pennyless  and  almost  na¬ 
ked,  fur  about  ten  days,  and  but  for  the  hu¬ 
manity  of  the  jailer,  she  and  her  infant  must 
bare  perished. 

Such  an  inhuman  monster  (says  the  Cadet) 
ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  tread  in  the  paths  of 
men;  and,  in  justice,  his  name  should  be  re¬ 
vealed,  an  object  for  the"  slow,  unmoving  fin¬ 
ger  of  scorn.”  No  delicacy  ought  to  conceal 
the  names  of  such  individuals. 


GOOD  NEWS  FROM  VERiMONT. 
Letter  to  the  Editor,  dated,  Cavendish  (Vt.)  Ju¬ 
ly  Qth,  1829. 

Dear  Brother — The  accounts  which  we  are 
almost  daily  receiving  through  the  medium  nl 
our  public  journals,  and  from  other  sources,  of 
the  rapid  extension  of  gospel  truth,  and  of  the 
increasing  -prosperity  of  the  glorious  cause  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  are  calculated  not  only 
to  fill  our  hearts  with  gratitude  to  God,  but 
to  strengthen  onr  hands  in  the  good  work  wliere- 
unto  we  are  called  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  have  it 
in  my  power  to  cheer  your  heart  with  good  ti¬ 
dings  from  this  part  of  our  Lord’s  heritage.  Du- 
ring  the  past  winter,  there  has  been  a  conside. 
rable  excitement  among  the  Baptists  and  Meth¬ 
odists  in  this  town ;  and  as  is  usual  on  such  oc 
casions,  the  worst  of  party  feelings  have  been 
brought  into  exercise.  Universalists  have  been 
stigmatized  as  the  enemies  of  revivals  and  of  re¬ 
ligion  ;  and  1  was  accused  of  preaching  repeat¬ 
edly  and  pointedly  against  “work  of  the 
Lord”  which  was  going  on|  although  I  had 
most  carefully  refrained  from  saying  any  thing, 
either  in  my  public  discourses,  or  in  pri¬ 
vate  conversation  on  that  subject.  This  excite- 
jneiit  has,  however,  subsided ;  or,  rather  worn 
itself  out;  and  ended  as  such  excitements  gen¬ 
erally  do,  in  hardness  and  .bitterness  of  feeling 
between  those  engaged  in  it ;  and  as  it  respects 
their  opposition  to  us,  we  can  truly  say  that 
God  has  made  even  “the  wrath  of  man  to  praise 
him.” 

On  the  last  Saturday  in  June,  at  our  prepara-, 
tory  lecture,  eighf  highly  respectable  individuals 
publicly  gave  themselves  up  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  as  disciples  and  followers,  in  the  ordi¬ 
nance  of  baptism;  and  the  next  day,  with  two 
others,  unit^  in  church  relationship  with  us; 
making  in  all,  thirty  Jive  who  have  united  with 
this  church  since  the  commencement  of  my  la¬ 


bors  in  this  place.  Our  present  coiidition  and 
future  prospects  are  truly  happy  and  cheering. 
No  hurtful  divisions  or  animosities  exist,  either 
in  the  church  or  society.  No  “root  of  bitter¬ 
ness  springing  up”  troubles  us ;  and  we  indulge 
a  confident  hope,  that  during  the  present  season 
from  ten  to  fifteen  more  will  be  added  to  the 
church.  “The  Lord  hath  dniio  great  things  for 
us,  whereof  we  are  glad ;”  &  may  he  in  mercy 
keep  us  in  his  fear,  and  make  us  faithful,  even 
unto  death. 

At  Chester,  where  I  labor  one-fourth  part  of 
the  time,  our  prospects  arc  most  truly  encoura¬ 
ging.  During  the  past  year,  a  large  and  com¬ 
modious  house  of  worship  was  erected  at  tliat 
place ;  one  half,  or  more  of  which  belongs  to 
Universalists.  Early  in  the  past  Spring,  a  res¬ 
pectable  society  was  oiganized;  the  members 
of  which  manifest  a  commendable  zeal,  and  a 
determined  engaged  ness  in  the  cause  which  they 
have  espoused.  Our  meetings  arc  always  well 
attended ;  and  although  there  are  two  other 
meetings  (Congregationalist  and  BaptisJ)  attend¬ 
ed  in  the  place,  it  is  said  that  a  greater  number 
attend  our  meeting  than  both  of  the  others  put 
together.  U ntil  recently  the  two  denominations 
which  I  have  mentioned,  were  very  much  at  va¬ 
riance;  but  no  sooner  were  our  ii'ieetings  regu¬ 
larly  established,  than  they,  like  Iferod  and  Pi¬ 
late  “were  made  frieuds  together;”  and  now, 
their  forces  are  united  to  oppose  what  they  term 
the  common  foe.  Self-styled  Orthodoxy,  which 
in  this  place  has  hitherto  felt  herself  secure  ili 
her  own  strength,  is  now  trembling  in  her  strong 
hold  ;  and  there  is  anoise  and  a  shaking  among 
the  dry  bones,  Magtia  est  veritas  el  prevalehih 

The  present  is  truly  an  auspicious  period.  A 
deep  spirit  of  inquiry  is  abroad  in  the  earth ;  aud 
the  attention  of  all  classes  of  people  is  becoming 
more  and  more  engaged  on  the  subject  of  relig¬ 
ion.  While  all  other  denominations,  particular¬ 
ly  the  self-styled  Orthodox,  are  making  such  stre¬ 
nuous  and  unremitted  exertions  to  extend  their 
sentiments,  and  to  strengthen  their  cause ;  shall 
Universalists  sleep  on  their  posts  Shall  we 
alone  remain  cold,  supine  and  inactive.^  Shall 
we,  because  we  arc  convinced  that  our  cause  is 
good,  make  no  exertions  to  extend  it  among  our 
fellow  men  As  well  may  the  farmer  who  ne¬ 
glects  to  cultivate  his  fields,  expect  to  reap  a 
(denteous  harvest,  as  we  expect  our  cause  tu 
flourish  without  suitable  exertion.s. 

I  have  long  been  convinced  that  the  low  state 
ofsomeof  our  societies,  is  owing  more  toth^ 
carelesiiess  and  indifference  of  their  memberr, 
than  to  a  want  of  preaching,  or  any  other  cause. 
There  are  thousauds  in  our  country  mho  profess 
a  belief  in  the  doctrine  of  impartial  grace,  and 
thousands  more,  who  in  secret  believe  it,  who, 
instead  of  using  the  means  in  their  power  to 
build  up  and  support  the  cause,  are  actually  up¬ 
holding  the  cause  of  our  opposers.  It  is  high 
time  for  all  who  are  in  reality,  either  openly  or 
secreUy,Univer8alists,  to  withdraw  entirely  their 
support  from  all  other  denominations;  and  to 
employ  their  means  in  supporting  what  they 
conscientiously  believe  to  be  the  truth.  Were 
this  the  case,  societies  would  have  no  cause  to 
complain  that  they  c(  uld  not  obtain  preaching. 
Many  young  men  of  talents  and  piety  would 
readily  engage  in  tho  work  of  the  miniitry,  could 
they  only  see  their  brethren  universally  through- 
out  the  country,  ready  and  willing  to  give  them 
that  encouragement  they  are  able  to  bestow.— 
The  cause  iu  which  we  are  engaged  is  the  cause 
of  God  on  earth.  It  is  the  cause  of  human  hap¬ 
piness  here  below.  J.ot  us  then  at  all  limes  be 
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up  and  doing.  Let  us  manifest  a  zeal  and  eu> 
gagedness  worth*'  of  our  calling.  Let  ON¬ 
WARD  be  our  watch  word ;  and  we  shall  come 
off  conquerors,  and  *‘more  than  conquerors, 
through  him  that  loved  us.” 

I  remain  your  ever  affectionate  Brother, 
WARREN  SKINNER. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

Mr.  Skinner — What  are  we  to  think  of  a  pro 
fessed  minister  of  the  gospel,  who,  in  addressing 
his  congregation,  uses  such  expressions  as  the 
fj!l  jH  ing  ? — */’//  tfiroir  Jesut  Chritl at  you  !  I'll 
throw  the  Holy  Ghost  alyou! !  I'll  throw  God 
.itmighty  at  you !  I 

I’hese  and  similar  expressions  have  been,  and 
ore,  famitiarly  used  in  the  pulpit  by  a  certain 
popular  divine  from  about  70  miles  west  of  this, 
iatefly  settled  not  a  thousand  miles  from  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Utica,  Such  language,  a  few  years  since 
would  have  been  considered  the  foulest  of  blas¬ 
phemy  :  but  alas,  now,  qua  f  iterant  vitia  mores 
sunt  !  If  we  are  thus  to  have  the  Trinity  used 
as  adu6  to  knock  out  the  brains  of  all  that  are 
not  Orthodox,  T  must  take  up  the  lamentation, 
O  tempora,  O  mores !  JUNIUS. 

N.  B.  The  same  popular  divine  says  to  hi* 
people  “You  must  come  out,  make  an  open  pro¬ 
fession,  and  join  the  church — I  care  not  how 
moral  you  be,  how  upright  and  honora'ulein  your 
dealings,  how  benevolent  and  charitable  you  be, 
— unless  you  come  out  openly  and  join  the 
church,  you  must  go  to  Hell.”  J- 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

.ST.  LAWRENCE  ASSOCIATION~1829. 

The  Ministers  and  Delegates  compo¬ 
sing  the  St.  Lawrence  Associatien  of 
Umvcrsalists,  met  in  the  village  of  Can¬ 
ton,  at  the  Itouse  of  Br.  Kingsbury,  on 
Wednesday,  the  24th  of  June,  1829,  and 
after  joining  in  prayer  with  Br.  A.  Wood, 
organized  the  council  as  follows  : 

(  'hose  Br,  C.  G.  Person,  Moderator , 

Br.  J.  Wallace,  Clerk.,  and 
Br.  D.  Mack,  Ass^t  Clerk. 

Attended  to  the  reading  of  letters  from 
Societies,  and  found  them  generally  to 
contain  “good  tidings  of  good.”— -.Ap¬ 
pointed  Brs.  Person  and  Wallace  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  receive  requests  for  letters  of 
fellowship  or  ordination — Heard  and  ac¬ 
cepted  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Discipline  for  the  last  year— -Appointed 
Brs.  J.  Wallace  and  F.  Langworthy  a 
Committee  of  Discipline  for  the  ensuing 
year.  Adjourned  till  Thursday  morning, 
8  o’clock — Prayer  by  Br.  B.  Hickox. 

Thursday  morning,  met  in  council — 
Prayer  by  Br.  Wallace.  Appointed  Br. 
Langworthy  a  Committee  to  visit  the 
Black  River  Association  at  its  next  ses¬ 
sion.  Voted  that  Br.  Langworthy  pre¬ 
pare  the  minutes  of  this  Association  for 
the  press,  accompany  them  with  a  Circu¬ 
lar,  and  that  they  be  published  in  the 
Evangelical  Magazine.  Adjourned  the 
Association  to  meet  again  at  Canton  on 
the  last  AVednesday  and  Thursday  of 
June  1830,  Prayer  by  Br.  Hickox. 


ORDER  OF  PUBUC  WORSHIP. 

Wednesday,  A.  M. — Introductory  Pray¬ 
er,  Br.  J.  Wallace.  Sermon,  Br.  A. 
Wood — Text  Isa.  xlv.  22.  Concluding 
prayer,  Br.  C.  G.  Person. 

Wednesday,  P.  M. — Prayer,  Br.  AA^ood. 
Sermon,  Br.  Person — 'lext,  Rom.  ix.  11 
— 14.  Prayer,  Bi .  Langworthy. 

Evening. — Prayer,  Br.  Hickox.  Ser¬ 
mon,  Br.  AVood.  Prayer,  Br.  VA’^allace. 

Thursday,  A.  iU.— Prayer,  Br.  Hick¬ 
ox.  Sermon,  Br.  Wood — Text,  1  Thes. 
v.  21.  J*rayer,  Br.  Lang  worthy. 

Thursday,  P.  M. — Prayer,  Br.  AVood. 
Sermon.anU  usual  addresses,  Bt.  Person 
— Text,  1  John  iv.  8.  Concluding  pray¬ 
er,  Br.  AVallace. 

CIRCULAR  LETTER. 

The  St.  Sawrence  Association  tenders 
the  salutations  of  peace  to  ail  the  scatter¬ 
ed  believers  in  the  common  Salvation — to 
all  the  friends  of  liberal  Christianity — 
and  finally  to  every  soul  of  the  human 
race  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come — 
Wishing  you  every  temporal  blessing  in 
this  life,  and  in  that  which  is  to  come, 
immortal  rest. 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren — AVe  write 
to  you  from  the  field  of  actioa,  where  the 
holy  warfare  against  the  erroneous  doc¬ 
trines  and  traditions  of  men  continues 
to  be  carried  on  with  success  under  the 
auspicious  banner  of  the  cross  of  Jesus. 

Our  Association  at  Canton  has  been 
truly  a  propitious  season  for  the  cause  of 
truth.  Seldom  have  the  deformity  of 
inan-invr:ited  creeds,  and  the  beauty  and 
simplicity  of  divine  truth,  been  mure 
strikingly  contrasted  or  clearly  exhibit¬ 
ed,  than  on  this  happy  occasion. 

The  exposition  of  the  word  of  life  was 
so  clear  and  convincing  that  the  voice  of 
opposition  seemed  to  be  liuslied  in  si¬ 
lence.  Two  veteran  soldiers  who  fight 
the  good  fight  of  faith  under  the  captain 
of  salvation,  stepped  forward  from  the 
boundaries  of  a  sister  association,  present¬ 
ing  themselves  on  the  breast-works  of  the 
Gospel  citadel ;  and,  having  on  the  ar¬ 
mor  of  God,  were  thus  enabled  to  make 
a  powerful  defence  of  the  faith  once  de¬ 
livered  to  the  saints. 

The  assembled  multitude  were  direct¬ 
ed  to  look  to  the  God  of  salvation  alone, 
as  that  being  whose  word  having  gone 
forth  shall  not  return  to  him  void,  but 
shall  be  fulfilled,  and  immortal  life  en¬ 
joyed  by  a  ransomed  world.  The  doc- 
drine  of  Election  acccording  to  the  scrip¬ 
tures,  but  contrary  to  the  creeds  of  men, 
was  beautifully  exhibited  and  shown  to 
be  a  doctrine  infinitely  worthy  the  design 
of  an  impartial  God,  the  mediation  of  his 
Son,  and  the  acceptance  and  joy  of  all 
men.  The  importance  of  “  proving  all 
things,”  that  we  might  know  and  “hold 


fast  that  which  is  good,”  was  forcibly  set 
forth  ;  and  the  koul -animating  truth  that 
God  is  Love — that  all  his  dispensations, 
whether  of  indulgent  mercies  or  chasten¬ 
ing  judgments,  proceed  from  this  divine 
principle  of  benevolence,  and  will  ulti¬ 
mate  in  the  good  of  his  creatures — was 
brought  home  to  our  bosoms  by  the  clear 
light  of  revelation. 

Such,  brethren,  was  the  spiritual  feast 
at  which  we  sat  down,  in  heavenly  plac¬ 
es  in  Chiist  Jesus.  A  large  concourse 
of  people  attended.  The  singing  was 
such  as  reflected  great  honor  on  the  leader 
and  the  choir.  All  the  services  were 
solemn,  yet  animating :  and  hundreds 
could  say  with  the  Saint  of  old,  ”  it  is 
good  for  us  to  be  here.”  It  was  truly  a 
time  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord. 

The  intelligence  recei'’’ed  from  minis¬ 
ters  and  delegates  was  refreshing  as  cold 
water  to  the  thirsty  soul.  AVe  were  en¬ 
couraged  to  labor  with  renewed  energy 
in  the  gospel  vineyard — being  convinced 
that  our  labors  in  the  Lord  have  not  hith¬ 
erto  been  in  vain. 

The  doctrine  of  the  restitution  of  all 
things  is  certainly  of  God  :  for  we  have 
of  ourselves  seen  that  nil  the  force  and 
macliinatiens  of  its  enemies  cannot  over¬ 
throw  it — it  “prevails  mightily,” altho’ 
it  is  persecuted  and  “  every  where  spok¬ 
en  against.” 

Brethren,  seeing  then  we  have  such 
hope,  let  us  not  sleep  as  do  others  :  but 
awake  to  righteousness — awake  to  a  sense 
of  our  duty,  in  the  faithful  discharge  of 
which  there  is  true  felicity  :  for  “  in 
keeping  the  commandments  there  is  great 
reward.” 

Brethren,  the  time  has  come  for  us  to 
do,  as  well  as  say.  The  glorious  Captain 
of  our  salvation  calls  upon  us  to  take  the 
cross  and  follow  him.  Enemies  from^ 
within,  and  from  without,  are  numerous. 
They  are  rallying  all  their  forces  to  storm 
the,  castle  of  our  Zion — but  be  firm  and 
united.  Gird  on  the  Gospel  armor — fall 
quick  into  the  ranks.  Hark  !  (he  trum¬ 
pet  sounds  the  notes  of  salvation — ’tis 
the  signal  for  us  to  march  in  close  col¬ 
umns  and  fearlessly  attack  the  strong  po¬ 
sitions  of  the  enemj'.  Shall  it  be  said 
that  there  is  a  Meroz  amongst  us  who 
will  not  come  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord 
fligainst  the  mighty  ?  Fear  not  the  strength 
I  of  the  foe — for  on  the  side  of  truth  and 
heaven,  “one  will  chase  a  thousand,  and 
two  put  ten  thousand  to  flight.” 

By  order  of  the  Association, 
Franklin  Langworthy. 


Display. — AVear  your  learning,  like 
your  watch,  in  a  private  pocket,  and  don’t 
puli  it  out  to  shew  that  you  have  one;  but 
if  yob  are  asked  what  o’clock  it  b,  tell  it. 


SONG.  '“g  orcuiatioH  oi  j^our  excellent  paper,  aud  The  servant  had  fmt  in  to  every  grist  thal 

■ill  up  the  eup.  the  bowl,  the  glass,  slrwigtheniog  your  hand  and  increaiing  your  come  to  be  ground,  the  quantity  of  toll 

WUh  wine  and  spirits  high,*’  “^ffiJUgoround  "  ' >vhich  he  should  have /aAe„  o«/»  ^ 

t„ J  we  will  drink,  while  round  they  pass.  ^  The  man  to  jho^  this 

To-  Fke  and  Misery  !  extensive  circulation  ;  but  it  deserves  and  undereto^  the  application  ol 

.  ,  1  ak  1  1  *  ought  to  have  double  the  patronage  that  it  has.  expression,  the  tolPs  all  gone :  for 

Push  quickly  round  the  draught  again,  ^  ^  that  Mr.  J.  had  spent  a  snug 

And  dram  the  goblet  low,  lion  on  the  part  of  its  friinds— that  is,  if  each  little  property,  in  travelling,  and  preach- 

.\nd  drink  in  revelry’s  swelling  strain,  subscriber  would  lend  it  to  his  oeighbor,  and  ask  jng,  &,c.  at  his  own  charges,  without  re- 

To— Reason's  oterlhrow  !  him  to  subscribe.  It  only  needs  to  be  general-  ceiving  any  thing  for  his  services.  Tf7io- 

r  ii  fill  aonin  fill  hloher  still '  knowD,  to  be  patronized.  *  *  ^  SO  readeth,  lei  him  understand. 

Fill,  fill  again— till  higher  still ;  is  read  here  with  the  greatest  interest  of  any  pa-  ?  a  t  r  \T 

The  glass  more  warmly  press —  per  that  is  taken;  a^d  particularly  the  Series  of  ^  FRIEND  OF  THE  MILLER. 

Fill  up  and  drink,  and  drink  and  fill,  '^Letters  to  Rev.  S.  C.  .41*1/1.”  Muoji  good  is  onr 

-j-jj Tiuman  beastliness!  doing  to  the  cause  of  truth  by  those  letters.  RELIGIOUS  NOTICES. 

They  arc  read  with  avidity  by  all  of  eyery  de-  '^he  Chenango  Association  of  Universalisls 
Push  round  !  push  round  in  quickest  time—  ni.roination.  The  style  adopted  in  their  com-  will  be  holden  at  South  New  Berlin,  Chenango 

The  lowest  drop  be  spent  mencemeot  excited  some  little  apprehension  a*  Cq.  on  the  last  Wednesday  and  Thursday  (2Clh 

In  one  loud  round  Xo—GuUt  and  Crime.  their  result,  in  the  ininds  of  some,  who  did  ^  gyib  days)  of  the  present  month.  The  Rock- 

And-Crinw  sjust  punishment .  explanation  appeared,  all  are  perfectly  satis-  Association,  will  meet  at  Epping,  N.  11 

Fill,  fill  acain-fill  to  the  brim,  T 

’  ^  ,  in  which  the  Orthodox  may  see  tliemselves  and  ■  ■  ■■  —  ■■  ■  ■— 

j  *  1-  their  own  language  and  style  reflected,  tho’ with  The  Hudson  River  Jiesociaiion  of  Unioerta- 

Quafl— deeper  quaff— while  now  we  drink  revolting,  tthan  their  native)  features. —  lists  will  be  holdeo  at  .Saratoga  Springs  on  tlie 

Ourioives’ and  children's  shame !  Friend  Aikin  can  judge  experimcutally  of  the  second  AVednesday  and  Thursday  (9th  and  10) 

.  effects  produced  by  the  good  natured  satire  of  a  of  September  next.  The  Franklin  Association, 

Push  round!  push  round  .  with  loudest  cheers  i,ycJy  and  well  regulated  fancy.  Those  arrows  will  meet  at  West  Townsend  Vt.  at  the  same 

Of  mirth  and  revelry —  are  burled  with  the  dexterity  of  an  experienced  lime. 

Wo  drink  to— iroman’jsigAi and  karj,  archer.  1  have,  when  reading,  so  far  lancied  - - - 

,1nd  children's  poverty !  i  myself  io  his  place,  as  to  feel  an  involuntary  con-  TVie  General  Convention  of  Universal- 

traction  of  nerves  and  a  preparing  cringe  and  t®Ts  of  J^eio  England,  will  hold  its  annual  scs- 
Fill  up  the  glass — fill  yet  more  high  !  shrug  of  the  shoulders  for  the  next  bolt.  *  *  *  siou  in^JFimc/te*<cr,  N.  II.  on  the  third  WeJ- 

Tluis  soon  ne’er  let  os  nart _  to  see  that  the  writer  of  the  letters  nesday  arid  Thdr^day  in  September. 

Stop  not  at  woman’s  tear  and  sigh,  « 

„.  _  ..11.  L  .1  the  very  heart  ol  modern  Orthodoxy.  The  sub-  viAKRlP.i). 

Give  Beauty  s  broken  heart .  ject  increases  in  interest  as  he  advances.”  •  •  *  In  New  Hartford,  on  the  4th  inst.  by  Rev. 


SONG. 

Fill  up  the  cup,  the  bowl,  the  glass, 

With  wine  and  spirits  high. 

And  we  will  drink,  while  round  they  pass. 

To —  Vice  and  Misery  ! 

Push  quickly  round  the  draught  again, 

And  drain  the  goblet  low, 

.And  drink  in  revelry’s  swelling  strain. 

To — Reason's  overthrow  ! 

Fill,  fill  again— fill  higher  still  I 
The  glass  more  warmly  press — 

Fill  up  and  drink,  and  drink  and  fill, 

To — Human  beastliness! 

Push  round  !  push  round  in  quickest  time — 
The  lowest  drop  be  spent 

In  one  loud  round  to— Guilt  and  Crime. 

And — Crime's  just  punishment ! 

Fill,  fill  again— fill  to  the  brim. 

To — Loss  of  honist  fame  ! 

QuafP — deeper  qualF— while  now  wc  drink 
Our  toives'  and  children's  shame ! 


Of  mirth  and  revelry — 

Wo  drink  to — Woman's  sighs  and  tears, 

And  children's  poverty ! 

Fill  up  the  glass — fill  yet  more  high  '. 

Thus  soon  ne’er  let  us  part — 

Stop  not  at  woman’s  tear  and  sigh. 

Give — Beauty's  broken  heart ! 

Once  more !  while  power  shall  yet  remain, 
E’en  with  its  latest  breath. 

Drink !  to  ourselves — Disease  and  Pain, 
.And  Infamt  and  Death. 

WORTHY  OF  IMITATION. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 
ORIGINAL  ANECDOTE. 
“What  in  the  world  is  the  reason  you 


viAKRIEl). 

In  New  Hartford,  od  the  4th  inst.  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Skinner  of  this  village,  Mr.  Enos  Robbins 
to  iAIiss  Eliza  Russell. 

In  Salisbury,  on  the  Sd  inst.  by  Rev.  G.  Mes- 
singer,  Mr.  Peter  Reed  to  Miss  Susan  Haines, 
all  of  that  place. 


recently  received  from  a  patron,  principally  on  ^  ^  ^  .  iviessrs.  paxicrs,  rvtercnants  ot  this  place. 

•vccouot  of  the  excellency  of  the  s^geslion  (to  ^  frequently,”  said  a  professed  Universalist 

other  patrons)  which  it  contains.  The  esteem-  ^  preacher  of  that  denomination,  a  short  Far  n  ^  r 

eJ  writer  will  perceive  we  have  left  out  fom«  of  time  since.  “Why  don’t  I  preach  with  ^  ^  residence  on  Bm 

his  highly  coinplimeatary  expressions,  for  roa-  you !”  said  Mr.  J——,  “why,  I  can’t  preach  Petitt  Pierre  on  Divine  gotdness. 
sons  which  his  own  native  modesty  will  not  be  any  more— /Ac  toll  is  all  gone. “The  Review  of  Hawes’ 10  Lelteis  against  Universa 
at  a  loss  to  determine.]  toll  all  gone  ! — what  do  you  mean  by  that.”’  R*  Canfield. 


‘  do  not  preach  with  us  any  of  late,  Br.  J. — }  DIED. — At  Whitesborough,  ontbe  lothinst. 

[AAe  make  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  you  used  to  preach  with  us  very  often  ;  and  Baxter  aged  33.  brother  of  the 

from  notrnn  nrinfinallv  nn  -i.  .  .  .  McSSrS.  BuXtefS,  MePCbantS  Of  thjS  pljCe. 


UNIVERSALIST  BOOKS 


“Br.  Skinner — I  send  yon  inclosed,  what  mo-  said  his  anxious  friend.  “I  will  tell  you  Ballou. 

„,y  bc«»  paid  lo  ,ne  b,  ,be  .abscribera  for  ,  said  Jlr.  J - .  -A  few  years 

the  3d  vol.  ofthe  Epang-e/icn/.^'Vflrgusi/ie,  in  this  since,  I  was  acquainted  with  a  man  who  Evangelical  ReMsifory. 

;!SSrotyer;s%::'bnor7ro;  ‘  b“  ?.  w?-.-bo  vo.,  u.  *  ^d. 

I  hev  are  responsible  men ;  and  as  tlie  time  for  to  tend  his  Mill  himself;  till  on  a  certain  Hislor}  of  Universalism. 

paying  the  advance  price  only,  lias  expired,  they  occasion  he  was  obliged  to  entrust  the  care  i  of  Universalism. 

say  they  will  pay  tl.e  full  price  before  the  cxpi-  of  it  to  his  servant  John,  to  whom  he  gave  ®  Atowme^. 

ration  of  the  year;  or  else  procure,  eacAo/* /Am,  directions  about  grinding,  informing  him  Ralinnvsormnnoi  nTr  r  rm  r.ci- 

one  new  subscriber  for  (he  3d  volume,  and  send  much  toll  to  take  for  every  grist, where  T  Fisk’s  Washington  Sermon”^  ion  o  . 

rb,:trKr=b.?rJ?.eXrrr  r  ^  A-£tp‘WrTbeRicb  Mbbib 

their  names.  I  think  this  will  be  an  excellent  faRl‘fully  tending  the  mill  and  grinding  for  Hell.  And  a  variety  of  other  Sermons  and 

plan ;  and  that  you  will  do  well  to  accept  of  one  »  few  days,  came  into  the  house  one  day  Fampblets. _ _ 

dollar  of  each  of  your  present  subscribers  who  With  breathless  anxiety  depicted  in  his  o^he  Evangelical  Magaaiae  is  published  evew 
will  procure  one  new  one,  within  a  month  or  two  countenance,  and  in  a  very  dejected  tone  other  Saturday,  at  $1,50  per  annum,  or  $1  only  if 
from  this  time.  Indeed  I  told  them  I  was  con-  of  voice,  says,  ‘well  Massah  can’t  grind  p*'** advance  or  withm  three  muntbs  from  the 

anymore!’  ‘What  is  the  reason  you  can’t 

wou  d  a  c  ubscri  ,  who  has  not  paid  more,  John  .”  said  the  master.  P*”***  <’>■  Agents  paying  for  eight  copies,  entitled 

lor  his  paper,  an  opportunity  of  saving  50  cents  ,^ii  -ii  \To«cal,  »  AVk»n  vLa  **>  fke  ninth  gratis.  All  letters  &c.  to  the  Editor  must 

to  himself;  and  in  addition  to  that,  would  be  the  ^  Massah.’  AV  hen  the  be  post  paid 

means  of  benefitting  his  neighbors,  extendiog  owner  of  the  mill  came  to  examine  his  jjQj^puug  skiNNGR 

the  ku  jwlelge  of  the  truth  still  wider,  increas-  toll-bin,  true  enough, /Ac  to// teas  a// jone.  ,  editor  a.ns  rnoriiiLToit.  ’ 


